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These devotions are adapted from Crumbs by C. M. Zorn (1914). 

The hymn stanzas are from Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book (1918). 
The illustration is from The Doré Bible Gallery (circa 1885). 

As long as they are free to others, you may make copies of this devotional. 
  

For more devotionals or to support Good News for the Diaspora, please visit 
 

 www.scholia.net 

Crumbs – Short Devotions for Every Day of the Year 
is also available on two MP3 CDs. 

 
CD #1 has the devotions from Advent through Holy Trinity Sunday. 

 
 

See the website below for ordering information. 
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Crumbs – Good News for the Diaspora! 
 

Illustration: Return of the Ark 
 

Now the people of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the 
valley; and when they lifted up their eyes and saw the Ark, they rejoiced 

to see it. The cart came into the field of Joshua of Bethshemesh, and 
stopped there. A great stone was there; and they split up the wood of 

the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering to the LORD. 
1 Samuel 6:13-14 

 
 

A Devotional for the 
       

Third Week in Advent. 
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SUNDAY. 
 

In all places where I record my name, I will come unto thee, 
and I will bless thee. – Exodus 20:24. 

 
In the first week of Advent we heard how the Lord, the Son 

of God, according to His promise, became man and accomplished 
the work of redemption. In the second week we learned that our 
dear Lord will come again to judge the quick and the dead, and to 
establish His eternal Kingdom of Glory. In this week we shall learn 
how our Savior comes to us now, in this vale of tears, with His 
salvation and His grace. 

God the Son – the Lord – had descended upon holy Sinai 
with an innumerable company of His heavenly hosts, and had given 
His Law with flaming fire. (Compare Psalm 68:17-18 with 
Ephesians 4:8-10.) And the people trembled greatly. There the Lord 
appointed to the people the sacrifice which, until the fullness of 
time, was to typify His atoning death on the cross of Golgotha. And 
in this connection He said: “In all places where I record my name, I 
will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.”  

So wherever man, according to God’s ordinance and 
institution, would remember Him as the Atoner, Redeemer, and 
Savior, there He would come to him with His gracious salvation, 
with His saving grace, and bless him. – This word of the Lord is 
valid even in New Testament times, in our day. Wherever the 
Gospel of Christ – the  Savior of sinners – is read, taught, preached, 
and heard, and wherever – by His command – men baptize and 
administer Holy Communion, there our Lord and Savior comes to 
us with His grace, His salvation, and blesses us. There we must 
salute Him in trusting faith, and confidently accept His salvation, 
His grace, His blessing. 

 
PRAYER. – Lord Jesus, my Savior and my eternal King, now 

I know where I, a poor sinner, haunted with sorrows, shall find You 
and all Your grace and all Your salvation. You come to me in Your 
Word and in Your holy Sacraments, and bless me with an 
everlasting blessing. Grant me grace, O Lord, to continue steadfast 
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hand of God, and he said: “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 
the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.” He saw that 
Jesus was going to be with him in death and to help him.  

 
– I tell you, Christian, just when you need the Savior most, 

He will be nearest to you, to rescue you. Then will His strength be 
made perfect in your weakness. And you shall conquer all, yes, all 
the terrors of death. This is most certainly true.  

 
– But let no man defer his conversion to that hour when 

reason, sense, and thinking fail like a flickering light that to and 
fro does waver, before it is quite extinguished. Today you live, 
today repent! Be His own now, that in your last hour Jesus may 
own you and deliver you. 

 
PRAYER. – Lord Jesus, grant that through Your Word and 

Holy Ghost – now and always – I may believe in You and be Your 
own. And when my last hour shall come, then do come, You 
faithful Savior, and grant me Your strength, and keep the devil 
from me, and receive my spirit as You received that of Stephen. 
Amen, You will do this, You faithful Savior, who says, regarding 
Your sheep: “I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” Amen, 
Lord Jesus, Amen. 

 
 

Hymn 201, 9. 
     

When hence I must betake me, 
            Lord, do not Thou depart! 
O nevermore forsake me, 
            When death is at my heart! 
When soul and body languish, 
            O leave me not alone. 
But take away mine aguish, 
            By virtue of Thine own! 
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PRAYER. – Thanks be to You, Lord Jesus, that You are 
with me always. I rejoice now that I know this, now that I know I 
am in Your care, in Your keeping, in Your protection. Abide with 
me, Lord Jesus, and do not leave me to myself. Keep me as the 
apple of Your eye, Lord Jesus. Into Your trusty saving hand I 
wholly commend both my body and soul. I cannot find the way to 
heaven alone, nor can I protect myself against my enemies. But 
You are with me. Thanks be to You, dear Savior! Amen. 

                                       
Hymn 9. 6. 

 
Abide, O faithful Savior, 
            Among us with Thy love, 
Grant steadfastness, and help us 
            To reach our home above. 
 
 
 

 
SATURDAY. 

 
Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man 

standing on the right hand of God. – Acts 7:56.  
 
When our last hour comes, the crisis will be at hand, the 

great crisis, as physicians call that turning-point of a sickness 
which makes it plain whether recovery or death will be the final 
outcome. All who in the hour of death will be found to believe in 
Christ will be saved; those, however, who will lack this faith will 
be damned. And it is just in the hour of death, the most important 
and critical hour, that we are very weak, most exceedingly so, 
least able to accomplish anything ourselves. It is just then that the 
Evil Foe will see his opportunity for making the last and fiercest 
assault upon us.  

 
And what then? – When Stephen knew that his last hour 

was at hand, he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
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in the right and true faith, that at all times I may seek You and 
Your salvation in these, Your blessed means of grace, and hold 
fast to You, until You shall come to take me where I shall see 
You in everlasting joy and blessedness. Amen. 

 
Hymn 142, 2. 

 
Arise, ye drooping mourners! 
            The King is very near; 
Away with grief and sorrow, 
            For lo! Your Help is here. 
Behold, in many a place –  
            O blessed consolation! –  
            We find Him, our Salvation, 

                        In His pure means of grace. 
 
 

MONDAY. 
 

But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this 
wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven (that 
is, to bring Christ down from above)? Or, Who shall descend 
into the deep (that is, to bring Christ up again from the dead)? 
But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and 
in thy heart: that is, the Word of Faith, which we preach. 

 – Romans 10:6-8. 
 
What do these words teach?  
They teach this: If you would have Christ and, with Him, 

the righteousness that avails before God, do not be dismayed 
and do not say, “How shall I ascend into heaven to get Christ 
down from above?” or “How shall I descend into the deep to 
bring Christ up again from the dead?” But this is what you must 
cheerfully and confidently say: “I have the Word, the word of 
faith in Christ. I have that Word in my Bible; that Word is 
preached to me; that Word is in my heart. I believe it. That 
Word is in my mouth. I confess  it. That word is very near to me 
and is my own. And just so near, and just so my own, is Christ, 
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and with Him, the righteousness that avails before God.” 
Indeed, so shall you say. For Christ has put Himself and the 
righteousness which He procured and with which you can stand 
before God, into the Word, that you should take it – yes, Him.  

So you need not join in the lament of these recent hymn-
writers who tell of their great pain and sorrow and loss of peace 
at not finding Jesus, and who long for wings, that they might 
soar over hill and valley to seek Him. On the contrary, you may 
shout and say – “Lord, You are with me, You are with me in 
Your Word.” 

 
   PRAYER. – Indeed, O my Lord Jesus, my righteousness 

in which I, a poor sinner, may stand before God – my life and 
my salvation – You are with me. You have put Yourself and all 
Your salvation into the Word, and thus You come to me, and are 
very near to me, and do embed Yourself in the inmost recesses 
of my heart, to make me sure that You will be mine in all 
eternity. I give unceasing thanks to You for this – Your great 
mercy and gracious kindness. Grant me Your Holy Spirit, that at 
all times, I may hold You and never leave You, Lord Jesus. 
Amen.           

Hymn 117, 4. 
 

Divine Instructor, gracious Lord! 
            Be Thou forever near; 
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word, 
            And view my Savior there. 
 
 

TUESDAY. 
 

Ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. – Galatians 3:26-27. 

 
Faith is the only means through which Christ and His 

salvation becomes our own, and through which we thus become 
the children of God in time and eternity. Therefore the Holy 
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FRIDAY. 

 
Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. – 

Matthew 28:20. 
 
Thus spake the risen Savior to the congregation of His 

disciples which, together with the eleven Apostles, had been 
assembled on a mount in Galilee. “You” means all His disciples 
unto the end of the world. He comes to us through His Word 
and Sacrament, and is with us always. But only through His 
Word and Sacrament does He make Himself known to us; and 
there we take Him – Him and His salvation. He is with us 
always, in great mercy, love, and truth. He does not leave His 
own to themselves, comfortless, in this wicked world: He is 
with us.  

 
Thanks be to You, Lord Jesus! And what is it, above all, 

that He wants to accomplish by His presence? By means of our 
word and testimony He wants to gain more men for His blessed 
kingdom; and us, and all those so gained, He wants to keep in 
faith unto the end – unto salvation. That is His chief aim. And 
what could be better? What does all other gain profit us, if we 
do not remain in the faith and finally will not be saved? To this 
end He governs our whole life, and causes all things to work 
together for good to them. Thanks be to You, Lord Jesus!  

 
He is with us always, the Almighty, the All-merciful. He 

is with us with a tenderness greater than that of a mother. He has 
given His angels charge concerning us to keep us in all our 
ways. But the watch His angels keep is as nothing compared 
with His. He is with us when we sleep, when we wake, when we 
weep, when we laugh, when we err, when we fear, when we cry 
and yearn for Him. He is with us always, and guards us against 
the devil, the world, and ourselves, – against our wicked heart, 
which forever wants to err. He is with us always, until, at last, 
we shall be with Him forever. 
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giving us His salvation, which is forgiveness of sin, life, and 
eternal salvation. How clearly do we behold particularly in the 
Lord’s Supper that our dear Savior, though unseen, yet bodily and 
truly, communes with us in this sad world. In Holy Communion, 
under the bread and wine, He gives us His body and His blood, – 
the body which was given into death for us, the blood which was 
shed for us for the forgiveness of sins. He gives us His body and 
His blood that it may be to us the most solemn and trustworthy 
pledge of the free forgiveness of our sins, and of life and eternal 
salvation. Could He do more to prove His loving-kindness and 
gracious condescension? How eagerly, therefore, ought we poor, 
but highly favored sinners hasten to receive Him who so kindly 
visits us, and bestows such gracious gifts upon us! 

 
PRAYER. – Of a truth, my dear Lord Jesus, You do not 

leave me to myself here below. You visit me, and in the most 
wondrous way, You give Yourself wholly unto me, that I, poor 
sinner, might be saved through You. You lavish Your grace upon 
me. For food and drink unto eternal life, You give me Your body 
and Your blood. You would render me utterly firm in faith, and 
confident that You will surely save me. Why should I stand back, 
or even stand at a distance, when You so kindly beckon and call? 
Through Your Holy Spirit, draw me to accept Your great mercy. 
Amen. 

 
Hymn 432, 2. 

 
Hasten as a bride to meet Him, 
And with loving reverence greet Him. 
For with words of life immortal 
Now He knocketh at thy portal; 
Haste to ope the gates before Him, 
Saying, while thou dost adore Him, 
“Suffer, Lord, that I receive Thee, 
And I nevermore will leave Thee.” 
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Ghost says to the believing Christians: “Ye are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus.” Such is the strength of faith, but not 
because it is a noble virtue, and a beautiful and good work on the 
part of the Christians; no, such is the strength of faith, because it is 
merely the acceptance of what God gives.  

First comes God and gives us Christ and His salvation, and 
then we accept Christ and His salvation, that is, we believe. And as 
through the Word, so also through Baptism, does God give us 
Christ and His salvation. Word and Baptism belong together. 
Through Baptism, God has steeped us into Christ and His salvation, 
so that the floods of grace and salvation compass us about. Through 
Baptism God has clothed us sinners with Christ, as with the 
garment of salvation and the robe of righteousness.  

And now me must willingly suffer the love of God to do so, 
and say: “Amen, O God; thanks, thanks be to You, my God!” That 
is faith. Through such faith Christ and His salvation actually 
become our own, Christ and His salvation given us in Baptism.  

– Through Baptism, Christ has come to you also, O Christian, 
with His salvation. Now consider your Baptism with the eyes of 
faith, and the things which God there has given to you, and say: “I 
am a child of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for I have been 
baptized and have put on Christ.” With such words of faith, you 
will surely prevail in time and eternity. 

 
PRAYER. – Lord Jesus, You are the flood of grace and 

salvation into which I have been steeped in Baptism. You are the 
garment of salvation and the robe of righteousness with which I 
have been clad in Baptism. This I believe, Lord Jesus. Keep me in 
such faith! Grant that – against all the horrors of sin and of death 
and of hell – I plead my baptism. For Do I not know that God will 
never retract what He so solemnly has certified to me? Not so, my 
God, You will most certainly not withdraw what in Baptism You 
have given to me. Amen. 

 
Hymn 544, 9. 

 
In holy Baptism long ago 
            I joined me to the living Vine; 
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Thou lovest me in Him, I know, 
            In Him Thou dost accept me Thine; 
My God, for Jesus’ sake I pray 
            Thy peace may bless my dying day. 

 
                                                   

WEDNESDAY. 
 
And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. 

And Nathan said unto David, The Lord hath also put away thy sin; 
thou shalt not die. – 2 Samuel 12:13. 

 
If, like David, penitent and athirst for mercy, you confess 

your sin, where, then, is the prophet to forgive you your sin in the 
name of the Lord, and to make you sure of obtaining life, eternal 
life? Or where is Jesus Himself to comfort you with this?  

– If in the church-service which we call “Confession” you 
confess your sin before the confessor, that is to say, the called 
minister of the Word, as before God Himself; and if the confessor 
there upon pronounces absolution, or forgiveness, to you in the 
name of the Lord, then this is as valid and certain – in heaven also – 
as if Christ, your dear Lord, dealt with you Himself, and you must 
never doubt, but firmly believe, that thereby your sins are forgiven 
before God in heaven. For thus writes the holy Evangelist John, 
chapter 20: “The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and saith 
unto them, ‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whosesoever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them.”  

Thus the Lord Jesus has given to His disciples the power to 
remit sins, so that thereby the sins are actually forgiven. His 
believing disciples exercise this power publicly in their 
congregations through their called ministers of the Word. Thus, in 
“Confession” Christ, the Lord, is Himself truly present, and by the 
mouth of His called minister of the Word declares to you the 
forgiveness of your sins, and assures you of eternal life. O 
wondrous mercy, wondrous consolation! Do but open the eyes of 
faith and see how mercifully near to you your Savior is. And 
comfort yourself with this mercy of His. 
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PRAYER. – Lord Jesus, I, a poor sinner, thirsty for mercy, do 
not fall short of David regarding mercy and consolation. You, even 
You, my Savior, through Your minister of the Word, do proclaim to 
me a complete absolution of all my sins. And such mercy, such 
consolation, I may have as often as I desire it. The river of Your 
mercy runs forever. For this I give You most hearty thanks. Through 
Your Holy Ghost, draw me – a poor sinner – to come again and 
again, and to receive grace for grace from You, my ever-present, 
gracious, and blessed Savior. Amen. 

 
Hymn 426, 6. 10. 

 
The words which absolution give 
Are His who died that we might live; 
The minister whom Christ has sent 
Is but His humble instrument. 
 
Let those who stings of conscience bear, 
Whom sin would drive to dark despair, 
to Jesus come with trustful mind 
And peace in absolution find. 
 
                                                 

 
THURSDAY. 

 
And as the were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and 

brake it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my 
body. And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins. – Matt. 26:26-28. 

 
Thus was the Lord’s Supper instituted, which Christians are to 

continue celebrating until the coming of the Lord Jesus. For the Holy 
Ghost says through Paul the Apostle: “As often as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till He come,” 
1 Corinthians 11:26. Just as in the Word, and in Baptism, and in 
Confession, so our Lord also comes to us in Holy Communion, 


